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Simultaneously the water-supply was taken in hand.
A series of borings in areas adjacent to the Canal
showed that no potable water existed in the locality.
Unless, therefore, condensing plant was installed, it
was clear that the supply must be got from the Sweet-
water Canal, running parallel with the west bank of
the Marine Canal Supply stations thereupon were
erected at six points, and fed large storage reservoirs
on the east bank by means of siphons resting on the
bed of the Canal. Over 150 miles of mains conducted
the water from the reservoirs to the advanced posts.1
Elaborate precautions were taken to ensure a pure
supply. Bilharzia, a scourge of Egypt, is terribly
prevalent in the Canal Zone. Gauze strainers, fitted
at the intake of the pumps, prevented the water
snail, whereon the bilharzia parasite exists, from
passing into the sedimentation basins. At the inlet
of the latter, the water was treated with a solution of
alum, and then run through filter beds, where the
liquid was chlorinated as a precaution against typhoid
infection. Finally, at each station a daily bacterio-
logical examination was made of the water. The
trouble spent over these precautions was repaid a
hundredfold. As far as is known, no case of bilharzia,
or of other malady attributable to the drinking of
impure water, occurred among the troops on the
Canal.
Hitherto, no more had been asked from the State
Railways than to build a couple of serviceable
armoured trains and a few hospital trains. Heavier
1 Egypt could supply only a small proportion of the piping required.
The balance came from America. It was a piece of good fortune that
the consignment of pipes reached Port Said safely : for the Mediter-
ranean at that period was no sea for unescorted tramp steamers, loaded
with war material, to sail. The master of the first vessel to arrive
allowed that he had been fortunate to survive the risks. At the port
of loading he declared that betting men were laying five to one against
his making Port Said, and the odds did not appear to be too liberal.

